
Biomass and grazing rates of two exotic 

bivalves, Corbicula fluminea and Potamocorbula 

amurensis, show surprising variability over 20-

30 year sampling period. 

 

What does it mean for future food webs? 
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Do you have any idea how many clams were 

measured to get this data (1975 to present)? 
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Are todays populations the “norm”? 

 



 

 

Are todays populations the “norm”? 

 

What will populations do in restored 

habitat? 
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H0:  Corbicula today = Corbicula past= 

Corbicula in restored habitat  (1940-present) 

 

 



H0:  Corbicula today = Corbicula past= 

Corbicula in restored habitat  (1940-present 

 

H0 :  Potamocorbula populations are past 

„initial invasion unpredictability‟ and are stable 

(1986-present) 
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Eating the Signal? 
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Grazing rate 

differences in 

Grizzly Bay 

.4 m/d 



H0:  Corbicula today = Corbicula past  (No)= 

Corbicula in restored habitat  (1940-present) 

(Maybe) 

 

 

H0 :  Potamocorbula populations are past 

initial invasion „randomness‟ (Probably) 

and are stable (1986-present) (some places 

yes) 

 



1) What could have limited Corbicula at Confluence 

(<1986)? 

 -not food quantity 

 -food quality? 

 -not reproduction 

 -predators? contaminants? 

 

2)  What is limiting Corbicula populations in the 

Central Delta and San Joaquin river (>2000-2002)? 

-not food quantity 

-food quality? 

-maybe reproduction 

-predators?  contaminants? 
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Downstream 

(Emmaton) 

Upstream 

(Greens Landing) 

Rio Vista  

?? 


